December 2007
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calClidar

December 2nd
Holy Communion

December 3rd
Grace Circle Meeting

December 5th
Soup Kitchen

December Sth
Holy Communion
Church Christmas
Party/Dinner

December 16th
Holy Communion
No Family Day Dinner

December 17th
Newsletter Deadline

December 18th
Council Mesting

December 20th
Living Loving Lutherans
Christmas Party

December 23rd
Holy Communion

December 24th
Christmas Eve Candle Light
Service

December 30th
Holy Communion

Friendsin Christ,

Asthe Holy Night of Jesus' birth approaches, | invite you to
invite othersto join us for our Advent activities. On Wednesdays,
Dec. 5, 12, & 19th, we will enjoy afellowship meal at 6
6pm followed by a devotional experience at 7pm.

On Dec. 5 & 12, we will view adocumentary entitled "The Case
for Christ" by Lee Strobel. Strobel was an investigative reporter
for the Chicago Tribune and an affirmed athiest. Through his
Investigative methods over atwo year period, he became convinced
of the reality of Jesus as the Son of God. If you know of anyone
seeking answers; doubting Christianity; questioning their beliefs;
or would just like to affirm your own faith, come and hear and see
how Lee Strobel and his wife became convinced. We will view
the documentary in two 45 minute segments and take comments
and questions for approximately 15 minutes so that we will be
finished by 8pm.

On Wed., Dec. 19th, after our 6 pm fellowship meal, we will
gather in the sanctuary for the "Hanging of the Greens' service and
abrief homily. At this service, we will also decoratethetreeasa
Church family by hanging the Christmons and lay out all other
greenery for Christmas Eve.

On Sunday, Dec.23rd, we ask our children, youth, and adult actors
to come to rehearse the Nativity Story pageant at 10 am which will
be presented during worship at 11 am. Please contact Mary Haigler

or Pastor Don if you are not contacted first.

Advent is the season to prepare the way of the Lord. Please take
advantage of these opportunities to share with each other the love
of Christ and the joy of Christian fellowship.

Remember, Jesusis the reason for the season.

Peace, Pastor Don




Serving Our Lord in December 2007

Communion Assistant: Mary Haigler
Ushers: Tony Collier & David Haigler
Altar Guild: DebraCoogle & Mary Haigler
Lectors:. Tommy Martin & Mary Haigler

Acolytes; 2" Shane Peaster, 9" Someone needed! 16™ Langdon Wood, 23™ Jeremy Ellenberg, 30" Daniel
Watson

Family Day Dinner Host: No Family Day Dinner
Soup Kitchen: Linda Rodgers, Jenny Brannan & Cindy Kleckley

Coffee Hour: 12-2 Julia Snipes, 12-9 Renee Collier, 12-16 Wendi Martin, 12-23 Gail Coogle, 12-30 Mary
Haigler

Flowers: 12-2 Richard Kerdus in honor of al military.
12-9 Julia & Louise Snipes to the Glory of God.
12-16 Poinsettias

12-23 Poinsettias

12-30 Poinsettias

Report from Treasure
The Balance of the Money Market account is $21,664.00 as of November 13", 2007.

Grace Circle
The Grace Circle meeting will be held Monday, December 3 at 10:00 am. in the Lingle Room.

PRAYERS
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Living Loving Lutherans
We will have our Christmas Party Tuesday, December 20" beginning at 10:00 am. Please bring a

gift to be exchanged. Also please bring finger type foods for the party. Debra and Wylene will
provide the drinks.

Carol Service
The Christmas Carol Service will be held at the Montezuma Methodist Church, Sunday,

December 2. Gathering Music will begin at 5:15 p.m. and the program will begin at 5:30 p.m.
Please join us for this wonderful event.

Our Stewardship of Attendance

October 2006 October 2007
1% Sunday 49 42
2" Sunday 61 54
39 sunday 67 55
4" Sunday 58 46

Congregational M eeting

To MZSL Congregation

We will have a congregational meeting December 9, 2007 following the church service. The
purpose of this meeting is to approve a new mission statement, budget, € ect new council
members, and to honor volunteers.

Tommy Coogle

The paradox of our timein history is that we have more conveniences, but lesstime; big men of small
character, fancier houses and broken homes. We have more knowledge, but less judgment; more medicine, but
less wellness. We have multiplied our possessions, but reduced our values. We've learned how to make a living,
but not a life. We've been all the way to the moon and back, but have trouble crossing the street to meet a new
neighbor. We conquered outer space but not inner space.

Remember; spend some time with your loved ones, because they are not going to be around forever. And say a
kind word to someone who looks up to you in awe, because that little person soon will grow up and leave your

side. And give a warm hug to the one next to you, because that isthe only treasure you can give with your heart
and it doesn't cost a cent.

George Carlin




Family Picture Day
Friendsin Christ,

Please sign up for atime on October 21st to get your entire family to the church for a picture.
The professiona photographer's name is Mike Kinsaul and heis charging no sitting fee to the
church or church individuals. Heis also going to provide a CD with email size (low resolution)
picture files for us to use on our website at no charge. Y ou will not have to come back a second
time to view the pictures. Y ou will be ableto view them on-line and if you like them, you can
order printsfrom the photographer. If you do not have a computer or know how to surf the web,
stop by the church and ask Debrato show you your pictures. Since heis not charging anyone a
sitting fee, the only thing the photographer asks is that we download our photos from his website
in order to print them with athird party. Hisoriginal prints will cost more than the local
department store or drug store (app. $40 for 8x10) but will be less than other professional
photographers. Because Mikeis a personal friend and a parent of one of my students, | know he
will take good care of usand give usafair deal. At thistime, we were not planning to have actual
picture directories printed...but we are planning an updated member directory with
address, phone, cell phone, and email.

BTW, On Oct. 21st, we will have our usual family dinner before the picture appointments begin.
We need at |east two volunteers to host the picture taking. There are three 2-1/2 hour shifts
available between 1:30 & 9 pm. If you can volunteer to host for one shift, please sign up when
you sign up for your family picture. And spread the word! Why not get your extended family
to come out so you have a picture to share with Christmas cards?

Thank you, Pastor Don

ThelLord isMy Counselor!

(paraphrase of Psalm 23)

The Lord is my Counselor,l shall not try to solve things on my own.
He encourages me to trust Him.
He teaches meto listen in quietness & stillnessto Hisvoice,
He calms my anxious heart.
He guides me down the paths that are best for me,
Even when | think | know better.
When | walk through the valley of frustration, worry,
Fear and being overwhelmed.
He reminds me that He never sleeps or takes holidays off.
| need not fear being alone, for He is aways with me.
His wisdom and advice, they comfort me.
He knows everything that is going on in my life, but
It remains confidential with Him.
Blessings overflow through my talks with Him.
Surely my futureis secure as | dwell in the house of
The Lord, leaving my problems at His feet,
all the days of my life!




Older Preacher’s Advice

A young, new preacher was walking with an older, more seasoned preacher in the garden one day. Fedling a
bit insecure about what God had for him to do, he was asking the older preacher for some advice.
The older preacher walked up to arosebush and handed the young preacher arosebud and told him to open it
without tearing off any petals. The young preacher looked in disbelief at the older preacher and was trying to
figure out what a rosebud could possibly have to do with his wanting to know the will of God for hislife and
ministry.

But because of his great respect for the older preacher, he proceeded to try to unfold the rose, while keeping
every petal intact. It wasn't long before he realized how impossible thiswas to do.
Noticing the younger preacher's inability to unfold the rosebud without tearing it, the older preacher began to
recite the following poem:

It isonly atiny rosebud,

A flower of God's design;

But | cannot unfold the petals
With these clumsy hands of mine.
The secret of unfolding flowers
Isnot known to such as|.

GOD opens this flower so sweetly,
Then, in my hands, they die.

If I cannot unfold arosebud,
Thisflower of God's design,

Then how can | have the wisdom
To unfold this life of mine?

So I'll trust in Him for leading
Each moment of my day.

I will look to Him for His guidance
Each step of the pilgrim way.

The pathway that lies before me,
Only my Heavenly Father knows.
I'll trust Him to unfold the moments,
Just as He unfolds the rose.

N

& ( 0123
& " 41562

7 832/839/6134
) :15:55




